
IAEP-Special Session at the ISEE-Conference "Environmental Ethics: Between Action and 
Reflection" - Kiel, July 23 – 25 2015 

 'Continental Environmental Philosophy: where do we move from here?' 

From July 23rd to 25th 2015 the Chair for Philosophy and Ethics of the Environment at 
Christian- Albrechts-University, Kiel, Germany, will host the annual conference of the 
International Society for Environmental Ethics. 

IAEP will be organizing a special session as part of this conference, under the title Continental 
Environmental Philosophy:  where do we move from here? 

In the last few decades numerous thinkers in the traditions associated with “continental 
philosophy” have begun to focus on questions involving the environment, thinking not just about 
the ethical issues raised by environmental concerns but more broadly about a series of problems 
– social-theoretical, ontological, aesthetic, epistemological, and otherwise – regarding “nature” 
and the human relation to the environment broadly construed.  Areas such as eco-
phenomenology, environmental hermeneutics,  the “critical theory of nature,” ecofeminism, 
critical animal studies, and so forth have all seen important work done.  The significance of key 
figures such as Heidegger, Levinas, Derrida, Adorno, Deleuze, Habermas and others for 
environmental questions has been an important focus of scholarly inquiry.  Questions about the 
significance of “place,” about the meaning of “nature” and the “natural,” about the status and 
role of non-human animals, about technology and the place of humans (and of humanism) in a 
more-than-human world, have all undergone sustained examination and discussion.  

We invite contributions that examine work in this area over the last decades in order to evaluate 
its contemporary significance, as well as contributions that point towards the possibility of 
radical re-imaginings of the future of continental environmental philosophy, asking what new 
research questions and topics ought to be brought to the fore and what challenges a thought 
based on 20th-century continental philosophy face in a new century that may be marked above all 
by new environmental problems. 

Relevant issues might for example include, but are not limited to, the following: 

• Global environmental justice 
• Research on ecological limits 
• Ecology beyond nature 
• Climate change and the Anthropocene 
• The status of animals, and of artifacts 
• "New materialisms" and the environment 
• Environmental theory and the philosophy of technology 
• Gender and the environment; queering environmentalism 
• Posthumanism 
• Nonwestern perspectives, postcolonial environmental discourses 
• Place and placelessness in the contemporary world 
• Phenomenology and/of the non-human 
• Modernism and environmental crisis 



• The problem of a global commons 
• Cosmopolitanism and the environment 

 

Please send abstracts, not to exceed 500 words, to both: 

-  isee2015@email.uni-kiel.de 

-  Barbara.Muraca@oregonstate.edu 

 And specify in the abstract that this is a submission to the IAEP special session on continental 
environmental philosophy. 

 Deadline for submissions: December 14th 2014! 

Questions regarding the ISEE conference can be directed to Lieske Voget-Kleschin at voget-
kleschin@philsem.uni-kiel.de.  For IAEP questions please contact Barbara Muraca at 
Barbara.Muraca@oregonstate.edu.  


